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Sources for use with Section A.
Source 1: From Morgan Philips Price on the Enemies of the Republic, 5 April 1923. Price
was the correspondent in Germany for the London Daily Herald newspaper in
the years 1919–23. He travelled to Munich to report on the political situation.
I saw armed troops wearing steel helmets, and a group of young Swastikawearers shouting ‘To Hell with the foreign beasts!’, ‘Down with the Jews!’.
There were placards on every street corner announcing another meeting at
which Hitler would speak on ‘Germany’s Hour of Revenge’. These are some of
the random sights that greet the visitor in Munich. There is little in Munich to
indicate that Bavaria is part of the Weimar Republic. Flags of the old monarchy
are more frequent than the republican colours. To be a Republican in Munich is
to be foolhardy.
Bavaria is seething with hatred – hatred of Protestant North Germany, of
foreigners, Jews, Republicans and, above all, Socialists. Opponents of Weimar
say all will get punished when the hour of revenge strikes. One of these, Adolf
Hitler, has pushed his way to the front of these opponents. He is a skilful
speaker, who wins converts to Fascism by drinking beer with the common
people and he has mastered the routine of whipping up popular passions.
‘How can we help the Fatherland?’ I heard Hitler ask his audience. ‘I’ll tell you
how. By hanging the criminals of November 1918!’ (These criminals are, of
course, the republican workers of Germany.) ‘By punishing the Republic we
shall gain the respect of foreign nations. If we had resorted to arms two years
ago there would have been no problems in 1923.’ At this point in his speech, a
company of Hitler’s ‘shock troops’ paraded beneath the banner of monarchist
Germany. Such scenes are daily occurrences in Munich.
The situation here is complex. There are numerous groups, all united in their
determination to overthrow the Republic and yet differing in the means
which they propose to use. One speaker will shout loudest when denouncing
foreigners, another when criticising Jews and a third when damning the
German constitution. But all are openly agreed that their common purpose is
to destroy the Republic.
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Source 2: From a letter by Agnes Smedley to a personal friend in America, 11 August 1923.
Smedley was an American writer with socialist sympathies who lived in Germany
in the 1920s.
Here in Bavaria, I am in the stronghold of those that want to return to the past.
At night I am often awakened by the sound of military commands and the
march of monarchists who are training in the forests and in the mountains.
It seems to me a gruesome thing – this secret training of men to kill other
men. And these men being trained are peasants and workers, not the class we
usually think of as wanting to bring back the monarchy.
In Saxony the same thing occurs; there at night the men who are under military
training are also workers, but this time their leaders are Communists. And they
are preparing to kill also.
Sometimes I see no difference between the two groups. What is this business
everywhere – men preparing to murder for the sake of an idea? Not their
own idea either, but that of men who use them as tools to set themselves in
power. Ordinary people only wait for the day when the two groups will start
massacring each other. Both groups are bitterly opposed to just passively
resisting the Republic; that wouldn’t be bloody or sadistic enough.
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