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Ecosystems and environments under threat

Fig. 2

Nutrient cycles before and after tree felling in an area of forest
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Arrow widths indicate the nutrient flow as a proportion of the amount stored in the biomass, 
soil or litter.
Circle size indicates the size of nutrient store in the biomass, soil or litter.
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Population and resources

Fig. 4

An extract adapted from a text on population and resources

As human populations and their expectations grow, demand for resources 
also grows. This can be seen at a variety of scales from the individual person 
through to national and supra-national governments and organisations. 
History is littered with examples of where demand for resources led to 
such a rapid rate of exploitation that supply could not be maintained, such 
as over-cultivation of soils or groundwater abstraction in some regions, for 
example. However, the relationship between resource demand and supply is 
receiving increasing attention.
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Globalisation

Fig. 5

Global rankings of selected countries according to an index of globalisation*, 2011

Rank 1

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Rank 100

Australia

Singapore

UK

USA
Austria

Japan
China

Portugal
India

Kenya

Thailand

Mexico

Sri Lanka

Mozambique

Honduras

Albania

* Rankings based on an index of globalisation using factors including level of trade, number of 
international tourists, number of foreign embassies.
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