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Section A: English in the world
Question 1

Read the following tek , whib is an ek rat from a blog publis ed on the Oxford English Dictionary
(OED) website in 2021.

Dis s whaty u feel are the mos importantis esraie dinthe tek relating to the b anging us
of Engli in the world. You b ould refer to p et fic details from the tek as well as to ideas and
e’ mples from g ur wider & udy of Englie in the world. [25]

Introducing Bermudian English

Oe r the pat ¢ ar I'e had the pleas re of work ng with the OED as a o ns Itant on

a 8 t of new Bermudian Englis entries While the addition of this batb of words is

partia larly ek ting for me as a Bermudian, it is ale a landmark moment for the OED

and for World Englie enthusat s With an et imated 65000 p eak rs Bermudian 5
Englib is the s alles national @ riety g tto be repres nted in the OED. It's als one of

the oldes ; s ttled in 1612, Bermuda was one of the e ry firs plae s — after & mes own,

Virginia — where Englia was p ok n outs de the Britis I5es

Bermuda’s loa tion is probably one of the reas ns why its dialet has been under-t udied

for 8 many years ee namong b olars of lee r-k own @ rieties of Engli . Linguis s 10
tas fy World Englib es into groups int uding the British Isles and the Americas and the
Caribbean, and while Bermuda has link with both of thee areas it does not neatly fit

into either a tegory.

Culturally, too, Bermuda is o mplex Bermudians are dee nded from enk ae d Wes
Afria ns and indigenous North Ameria n peoples white Britie e ttlers; So ttis and 15
Irie indentured & ra nts and Caribbean, Ameria n, and Portugues migrants from the
nineteenth and twentieth e nturies Sine it had no indigenous population, Bermuda was
not a s te of 5 gnifia nt language o ntat and nee r formed a t eole. Ins ead, a range of
Englis dialet s @ me into o ntat with eab other oe r the ik and’s 400-g¢ ar his ory and
formed a new one — what linguis s a Il a ‘e ine’. While geographia lly remote, Bermuda 20
was any hing but dis nnet ed oe r the o ure of its long his ory and was ep os d to
die re English input. Alongs de Britis o lonial influene s Bermuda had t os link with
the Caribbean and the & uthern Ameria n & ates from the 8 & nteenth e ntury onwards

Thes die re influene s and long his ory hae rea Ited in an unus al Englih @ riety

that is often a id to ® und Ameria n or Wet Indian to a Britie ear, and quaintly Britik 25
to Ameria n lis eners While it's true that Bermudian Englie B ares a range of words

and e unds with Britia , Ameria n, and Caribbean Englia es it ale has many unique

features meaning it's probably mos aao rate to a y thatit's a dialet in a a tegory of its

own.

Some of the 15 Bermudian words added to the OED: 30
aceboy —a t oe male friend; found in an Afria n-Ameria n Englis & ure in 1951
Gombey — a Bermudian folk dane r; may hae its etyn ologia | roots in a Bantu language

chopse —to talk eg & & ly, goss p, or b atter; the OED entry int udes eV dene from
the Englie midlands in the late 1800s
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wrinched — & Ided; one of the ¢ unges Bermudian words with the earlies quotation 35
0 ming from Twitter in 2009

Onion — a term for a Bermudian; derie d from the major ep ort c op from the 1800s until
the early twentieth e ntury.
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Section B: Language and the self
Question 2

Read the following tek , whib is an artic e from inews, a Britie news webs te. It was publis ed
in 2021.

Dis s whatyg ufeel are the mos importantis esraie din the tek relating to the wag in whib
language a n b ape and reflet pers nal and s t al identity. You b ould refer to p et fic details
from the tek as well as to ideas and ea mples from g ur wider & udy of Language and the s If.
[25]
Why I'm no longer changing my Indian phrases around my white friends

I'm mak ng an at ie effortto ue Indian phras s around my white friends

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

There are 8 many o mmunities that ex 8 around us ins ead of b anging to
fit into one, we need to ak owledge that there’s 8 mub more out there.
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