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4.5: Carboxylic Acids and Derivatives
Practice Questions
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1. State the reagent(s) used and the colour change seen when a primary alcohol is oxidised to give
a carboxylic acid.
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(Total 2)

2. 3-Hydroxybutanoic acid is a white solid that can react as a carboxylic acid and an alcohol.

(a) Indicate the position of any chiral centre in the formula of 3-hydroxybutanoic acid by use of an
asterisk ().

[1]

H OH H 5

N
e

[

H H H

(b) The acid can be oxidisedto an oxoacid by using reagent(s) A. This oxoacid can then be
reduced back to the hydroxyacid by sodium tetrahydndoborate(lll), NaBH,.

0—H reagent(s) A 0
Vi —_— J,.-’
CH— C\—H CHE—C\
CH,COOH NaBH, CH,COCH

J-oxobutanoic acid

(i) State the name(s) of reagent(s) A.

[1]
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(ii) The reduction of the oxoacid gives 3-hydroxybutanoic acid, which is present as a racemic
mixture.

I. State what is meant by the term racemic mixture.

[1]

IIl. State the effect (if any) that a racemic mixture has on the plane of polarised light.

[1]

(¢} 3-Hydroxybutanoic acid readily undergoes an elimination reaction to form a mixture of
unsaturated acids.

H H
CH,—C=C—COOH but-2-enoic acid
CH.CH(OH)CH,COOH
H

|
CH,—C—CH, — CODH but-3-enoic acid

(i) State which of these unsaturated acids exists as E-Z isomers, giving a reason for your answer.

[1]

(i) A scientist reported that the yield of the products was but-2-enoic acid 89%, but-3-enoic acid 4%

together with unreacted 3-hydroxybutanoic acid 7%.
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State any additional information that another scientist would have to know so that the experiment
could be repeated to confirm these yields.

[2]

(d) Both 3-hydroxybutanoic acid and 3-oxobutanoic acid will undergo the triodomethane (iodoform)
reaction. State the reagent(s) used for this reaction and the observation made.

REAGENI(S). - o e et e e e e
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(e} 3-Oxobutanoic acid reacts with phosphorus(V) chloride to give 3,3-dichlorobutanoyl
chloride.

Cl

CH—C—CH—C

| Cl
Cl

£ R

Describe the NMR spectrum of this chloro-compound.

In your answer you should include the following points, giving an explanation for each.
* the number of peaks (and their approximate position in ppm)

« the relative peak areas

« any splitting pattern3

[3] QWC [1]
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(Total 13)

3.

This question focuses on the chemistry of some of the many compounds which share the
molecular formula C, H,,0,. Four compounds with this formula are shown below.

CH, O H

o CH,
\ / .
C C\— H HO C—€E€—C—H
el - ]
H H
compound W compound x
o CH, H O H H
\ / I .
l_(c o HO (|:— CcC— (|: — t‘: —H
H,C CH, 2 7' B
compound y compound Z

(a) Draw an ester which is an isomer of the compounds above.

[1]
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(b) Only one of the compounds shown can exhibit optical isomerism

(i) Identify which compound can exhibit optical isomerism.

[1]
(i) Indicate the chiral centre in this molecule by labelling it with an asterisk (*).

[1]
(iii) State how the two enantiomers of this compound can be distinguished.

[1]

fc)

The four compounds W, x, ¥ and Z were tested using a series of reagents. For each of
the tests listed below, describe what would be expected to be observed in a positive test.
Indicate which compounds would be expected to give a positive result. [6]

All the tests listed will give positive results with at least one compound,

Reageni(s) Observation if the test is positive

Compounds that would
give a positive result

1,/NaOH(aq)

Na,COs(aq)

FeCl,(aq)

@

Compound W can be oxidised to produce benzene-1,4-dioic acid (terephthalic acid).
This reaction can be undertaken in the same way as the oxidation of methylbenzene to

form benzenecarboxylic acid.

D\ /CH3 O\ /O
\C C—H e — \C C(/
3 N 7 X
HO CH, HO OH
compound W benzene-1,4-dioic acid

(terephthalic acid)
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(i) Give the reagent(s) and condition(s) required for this oxidation reaction.

(2]

(ii) Almost all the benzene-1,4-dioic acid produced worldwide is used in the production of

condensation polymers

I. Give two differences between condensation polymerisation and addition polymerisation.

(2]

II. Draw the repeat unit for the polymer formed between benzene-1.4-dioic

acid and ethane-1,2-diol.

D\
e

HDX

benzene-1.4-dioic acid

{terephthalic acid)
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ethane-1.2-diol

[1]
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(e) Compound Z may be converted into a secondary alcohol as shown below.

H O H H H OHH H
g W I A i A
Ill Ill I|-| H H H H
compound Z compound V

(i) Give a suitable reagent for this process and classify the reaction that occurs. [2]
REQGENE s e e

Classification Of FEACTIOM oo oo e e e e e

(i) Compound V will react with ethanoyl chloride.Give the structure of a carbon-containing product of
this reaction.

[1]
(iii) Compound V is insoluble in cold water, but reacts with sodium hydroxide solution and then
dissolves.Give the structure of the carbon-containing species present in the resulting solution.
[1]
(Total 19)
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4. Mauveine is a purple dye that was developed by Perkin in 1856 and was one of the first organic
compounds to be synthesised on a large scale. He is credited with launching the synthetic chemical
industry.

(a) Give the name for the part of a molecule that causes it to be coloured.

[1]

(b) The dye mauveine often contains a mixture of impurities. lwan and Georgia wanted to confirm
that a sample of the dye was impure.

(i) lwan used the melting temperature of the sample to confirm that the sample was impure. Give
one way that the melting temperature would show this.

[1]

(i) Georgia used gas chromatography to confirm that the sample was impure. State what information
she obtained using this method that Iwan could not obtain from the melting temperature.

(2]

(c) Another compound synthesised by Perkin was cinnamic acid. Cinnamic acid can be produced in
two steps from phenylmethanol as shown below.

H HO

s £
0 0 H =0
| I \ /
'1-: L G

N N “\
y H - > H H

phenylmethanol benzenecarbaldehyde cinnamic acid
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(i) Give the reagent(s) and condition(s) required to obtain a sample of benzenecarbaldehyde from
phenylmethanol.

=T = g1 ()

(O oo 11 1o T £

(i) The conversion of phenylmethanol to benzenecarbaldehyde has a yield of 86 %. Calculate the
mass of benzenecarbaldehyde that could be produced from 10.0 g of phenylmethanol.

[3]

(il The "H NMR high resolution spectrum of cinnamic acid contains peaks in the area
7.0-7.5 with an area of 5 due to the benzene ring. Describe what other features you
would expect to see in the spectrum. 4]

Total [13]
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5. (a) Describe the structure and bonding in benzene and explain why it is susceptible to
electrophilic substitution reactions.

[6] QWC [2]

(b) Methylbenzene can be made by the Friedel-Crafts alkylation of benzene.Give the equation for
this reaction and name a catalyst that can be used.

[2]

(c) 1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene (mesitylene) is also an alkylbenzene.

H,

H,C CH,

(i) The NMR spectrum of mesitylene is shown opposite.Use the chemical formula to help you explain
the peaks in this spectrum, including the relative peak areas and the absence of splitting

[3]
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0/ ppm

(ii) The presence of three methyl groups makes mesitylene a reactive compound. Mesitylene is
oxidised by dilute nitric acid to give 3,5-dimethylbenzenecarboxylic acid.

COOH

melting temperature 172°C

H,C CH,

Describe how you would purify a sample of this acid by recrystallisation. The acid is fairly soluble in

hot water but nearly insoluble in cold water.
[4]
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(iii) The oxidation of methylbenzene to benzenecarboxylic acid needs stronger oxidising conditions
than are required for the oxidation of mesitylene. State the reagents S and T necessary for this
reaction.

[2]

COQ Na COOH

CH;
reagent S reagent T
— i ———

(Total 20)

6. fal Study the reaction scheme shown below and the other information about compounds
K-O that follows:

heat | Hy/Ni

soda lime
0 - N
heat

Compound K has a relative molecular mass of 58.06. It gives an orange-yellow solid with
2, 4-dinitrophenylhydrazine and gives a positive triitodomethane (1odoform) test.

0.500 g of compound O in aqueous solution requires 56.75 cm’® of sodium hvdroxide
solution of concentration 0.100mol dm— for complete neutralisation.
Compound O reacts with sodium hydroxide in a 1:1 molar ratio.

Compound L cannot be oxidised to compound O.

(1) (Calculate the relative molecular mass of compound O. [2]
(i) Identify compounds K and O, giving yvour full reasoning. [5]
{11) Identify compounds L. M and M. 3]
(1v) State the reagent(s) needed for the conversion of L to ML [1]
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f&) Rhodri prepared benzenecarboxvlic acid, CgH;COOH, by hvdrolysing ethyl
benzenecarboxylate, CgH:COOCH:.

The overall equation for this hydrolysis is:
CH:COOCH; + H,0 — CH-COOH + CH:0H

He used the following method.
Dissolve 3.20 g of sodium hydroxide in water and make up to 40.0cm’.

Add the aqueous sodium hydroxide to 2. 90cm® of ethyl benzenecarboxylate in a
round bottomed flask and reflux for 30 minutes.

*  Transfer the mixture into a beaker and add dilute sulfuric acid until the solution is
acidic.

Filter the crystals obtained and recrystallise the benzemecarboxvlic acid by
dissolving in the minimum amount of hot water.

At the end of the experiment Rhodri's yield of benzenecarboxylic acid was 1.45 g.

(i) Suggest why Rhodri had to add sulfuric acid before recrystallising.

[1]

(ii) State why water is a suitable solvent for the recrystallisation.

[1]

(iii) Calculate the concentration, in mol dm, of the aqueous sodium hydroxide used.

[2]

(iv) The density of ethyl benzenecarboxylate is 1.06 g cm-3. Calculate how many moles of ethyl
benzenecarboxylate were used.

[2]
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(v) Calculate the percentage yield obtained by Rhodri.

(2]

(vi) Give a reason why the percentage yield was substantially lower than 100 %.

[1]

(Total 20)
7. fa)  1-bromopropane can be used to prepare propanocic acid in a two-stage process shown
) prop prep prop ge P
below.
NBr NaOH(aq) PR AT P Reagent A o
—_— e
H

(i) Classify the reaction occurring in the first stage of this process.

[1]

(ii) The first stage uses aqueous sodium hydroxide. Under alternative conditions, 1-bromopropane
produces a different product when it reacts with sodium hydroxide.

Give the alternative conditions required, and the product that would be formed from 1-bromopropane
under these conditions.

2]
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(iii) For the second stage, state the full name of reagent A and classify the reaction occurring.

(2]

(iv) Reagent A can also be used to produce propanal from propan-1-ol. State how you would isolate
propanal from this reaction

[1]

(b) (i) 1-bromopropane can also be used to prepare butanoic acid in a different two-stage process.
For each of these two stages, give reagents and conditions required, and draw the displayed
formula (showing all bonds) of the intermediate.

[3]

(i) Butanoic acid is used to prepare esters used in the flavouring and perfume industries. It may be
prepared from 1-bromopropane in a two-stage process as in (b) (i) above or from butan-1-ol or
butanal in a one-stage process.

Suggest two factors that a scientist would consider in choosing between these different routes to
produce butanoic acid on a bulk scale.

[2]
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fc) Compound B is an isomer of formula C,H;0O, which exists as a sweet-smelling liquid at
room temperature.

(i) Elemental analysis of compound B shows that it has a composition of 54.5 %
carbon, 9.1 % hvdrogen and 36.4 % oxvgen, by mass. Show that this composition is
consistent with the formula above. 2]

(i) Compound B shows three resonances in its H nuclear magnetic resonance spectrum.

e Atriplet at 1.0 ppm with an area of 3
e Asinglet at 2.1 ppm with an area of 3
e A quartet at 4.0 ppm with an area of 2

The infrared spectrum of compound B shows absorptions at 2981 cm™ and 1750 cm™.
These are the only significant absorptions above 1500 cm™.
Using all the information supplied, deduce the structure of compound B.

Give reasons in support of your answer.

[6] QWC [2]

(Total 20)
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