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1  Blue tits are small birds seen in gardens 

 
 (a) Many people in the UK feed birds nuts using a bird feeder, as shown in the diagram 

below. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Scientists measured the mean lengths of blue tits’ beaks in the UK. 
 
They found that blue tit beaks in the UK are slightly longer than blue tit beaks in the 
rest of  Europe. 
 
Very few people in the rest of Europe put bird feeders out for their birds. 
 
Use Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection to explain why the blue tits in the 
UK have             slightly longer beaks than those in the rest of Europe. 
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 (b) Blue tits usually lay their eggs in the month of May. 
 
For many years, the scientists have recorded the first day that an egg was laid. This 
data is shown in the graph. 
 
 

 
 
The scientists made this explanation for the results: 
 
The results are due to climate change. 
 
Suggest arguments for and against this possible explanation.  

Use information from the graph in your answer.  
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